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Professional Jeopardy 
Selected Rules of Professional Conduct 
RPC 1.6 Confidentiality of Information 

(a) A lawyer shall not reveal information acquired during the professional 
representation with a client unless the client gives informed consent, the disclosure 
is impliedly authorized in order to carry out the representation or the disclosure is 
permitted by paragraph (b). 

(b) A lawyer may reveal information protected from disclosure by paragraph (a) 
to the extent the lawyer reasonably believes necessary: 

 (1) to comply with the Rules of Profession Conduct, the law or court order; 

 (2) to prevent the commission of a crime by the client; 

 (3) to prevent reasonably certain death or bodily harm; 

 (4) to prevent, mitigate or rectify the consequences of a client’s criminal or 
fraudulent act in the commission of which the lawyer’s services were used; 

 (5) to secure legal advice about the lawyer’s compliance with these Rules; 

 (6) to establish a claim or defense on behalf of the lawyer in a controversy 
between the lawyer and a client; to establish a defense to a criminal charge or 
civil claim against the lawyer based upon conduct in which the client was involved; 
or to respond to allegations in any proceeding concerning the lawyer’s 
representation of the client; 

 (7) to comply with the rules of a lawyers’ or judges’ assistance program 
approved by the North Carolina Bar or the North Carolina Supreme Court; or 

 (8) to detect and resolve conflicts of interest arising from the lawyer’s 
change of employment or from changes in the composition or ownership of a firm, 
but only if the revealed information would not compromise the attorney-client 
privilege or otherwise prejudice the client. 
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RPC 1.8 Conflict of Interest: Current Clients: Specific Rules 

(e) A lawyer shall not provide financial assistance to a client in 
connection with pending or contemplated litigation, except that: 

 (1) the lawyer may advance court costs and the expenses of 
litigation, the repayment of which may be contingent on the outcome of 
the matter; and 

 (2)  a lawyer representing an indigent client may pay court costs 
and expenses of litigation on behalf of a client. 

(f) A lawyer shall not accept compensation for representing a client 
from one other than the client unless: 

 (1) the client gives informed consent; 

 (2) there is no interference with the lawyer’s independence of 
professional judgment or with the client-lawyer relationship; and 

 (3) information relating to representation of a client is protected 
as required by Rule 1.6. 
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RPC 1.16 Declining or Terminating Representation 

(a) Except as stated in paragraph (c), a lawyer shall not represent a client or, 
where representation has commenced, shall withdraw from the representation of a 
client if: 

 (1) the representation will result in a violation of law or the Rules of 
Professional Conduct;   . . .  

 

(c) A lawyer must comply with applicable law regarding notice to or permission of 
a tribunal when terminating a representation. When ordered to do so by a tribunal, 
a lawyer shall continue representation notwithstanding good cause for terminating 
the representation. 
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