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Courtroom technology

Courtroom technology including 
videoconferencing and electronic evidence 
presentation.

We will focus on the electronic evidence 
presentation system.  First, what is it?
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Courtroom technology

Most of our EDNC courtrooms are equipped with an 
electronic evidence presentation system:

Raleigh

New Bern

Greenville

Wilmington—please check with Rick Sanchez.

Elizabeth City does not have the evidence 
presentation system.
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Why use it?  

Know your audience!
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What if you don’t use the electronic 
evidence presentation system?
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Electronic evidence presentation

What do you need to use the system?

– Laptop or tablet 

– Adapter (VGA and/or HDMI)

– All of your evidence saved electronically (note:  
network access versus local access)

– Preparation and training!
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Electronic evidence presentation

What can you do with the electronic evidence 
presentation system?

– Present documentary evidence more effectively 
than on paper

– Play audio recordings

– Show video recordings 

– Illustrate your closing argument

– Save time, money, and the environment
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DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE
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Electronic evidence presentation

Documentary evidence basics:

1. Present the exhibit and identify it for the 
record

2. Authenticate it and move to admit the exhibit

3. Publish the exhibit to the jury (note practice 
preferences)

4. Have a hard copy to give to the courtroom 
clerk for the record
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Electronic evidence presentation

Next, take advantage of the 
presentation system and your software 
to make the exhibit interesting.



Compare exhibits



Focus your presentation—instead of 
handing the jury this:



Show the jury this:



Mark up photographs to illustrate 
testimony
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AUDIO AND VIDEO 
EVIDENCE
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Electronic evidence presentation

Audio/video evidence basics:

1. Lay the foundation 

2. Present a short segment of the recording

3. Stop and ask the witness to identify it

4. Authenticate it and move to admit the exhibit

5. Play the remainder of the recording

6. Have a disc to give to the courtroom clerk for 
the record
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Electronic evidence presentation

Audio/video evidence—other 
considerations:

• Clips versus entire recording

• Being prepared to stop and start

• Synchronized transcripts

• Network access versus local access
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MECHANICS
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Electronic evidence presentation

You’ve decided to use the evidence 
presentation system.  Now what?

1. Where is your trial or hearing?

2. What technology is available in 
that courtroom?
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Electronic evidence presentation

• Seek courtroom technology training—it is 
NOT optional.  The local rules require training.

– Contact Glenna Falk or Rick Sanchez

– Bring all of your devices/evidence

• File courtroom technology certification seven 
days in advance—also required by the local 
rules.
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Electronic evidence presentation

• Consider the courtroom layout

– How will it affect your evidentiary presentation?

– How will it affect opening and closing?

– Where are the screens for jurors/judge?  Where is 
your screen?

– Where are you going to plug in your devices?
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PREPARATION
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Electronic evidence presentation

• Test all of your evidence.  Do not make 
assumptions about how it will look or sound.

• Familiarize yourself with the file format and 
ensure that it is compatible with the device you 
want to use.

– Know the difference between a CD and a DVD
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Electronic evidence presentation

• Personally review every documentary exhibit, 
audio recording, or video recording before you 
use it.  If you can’t see it or hear it, neither can 
the jurors.

• If you have access to tech support 
professionals, ask them to help you become 
independent in the courtroom.
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Electronic evidence presentation

• Come prepared—you need extra power 
cords/strips, HDMI/VGA cables, lightning 
adapters, external chargers, headphones, etc.

• Have a backup plan!  

• Practice, practice, practice, including with 
witnesses.  This will help you prepare for trial, 
not impede your preparation.



© Ellis & Winters LLP 2015

BEST PRACTICES
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Electronic evidence presentation

• Be mindful of what is on your screen at all 
times—consider backgrounds, icons, and 
notifications.

• Ensure that you silence your device when the 
opposing party is presenting.

• Be flexible about what you want to present and 
in what order.

• Don’t make assumptions; ask ahead of time.

• Don’t let the screen distract you—listen to the 
witness.


