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National and District Data
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National – FY2023
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Primary Offense Types
Eastern District of North Carolina – FY2023

SOURCE: 2023 USSC Datafile (N = 847 Cases)
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Primary Drug Types
National – FY2023

Methamphetamine
47.4%

Powder Cocaine
18.8%

Crack Cocaine
4.5%

Heroin
5.3%

Marijuana
3.0%

Fentanyl
17.7%

Other
3.3%

SOURCE: 2023 USSC Datafile (N = 19,066 Cases)



Primary Drug Types
Eastern District of North Carolina – FY2023
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Position of Sentences in Relation to Guideline Range
National – FY2023

SOURCE: 2023 USSC Datafile (N = 63,814 Cases)
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Position of Sentences in Relation to Guideline Range
Eastern District of North Carolina – FY2023

SOURCE: 2023 USSC Datafile (N = 825 Cases)
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Sentencing Commission Overview



The United States 
Sentencing Commission

Created Original 
Guidelines

Reviews and Revises 
Guidelines

Collects and Analyzes 
Sentencing Data

Publishes Research 
Reports

Makes 
Recommendations 

to Congress

Conducts 
Training



USSC Voting Body
28 U.S.C. § 991(a)

7
Voting 

Commissioners
28 U.S.C. § 991



Bipartisan
No More Than 4 
from the Same 
Political Party

USSC Voting Body
28 U.S.C. § 991(a)



Bipartisan
No More Than 4 
from the Same 
Political Party

USSC Voting Body
28 U.S.C. § 991(a)



3
Must Be 
Federal 
Judges

USSC Voting Body
28 U.S.C. § 991(a)



4+
Required for 

Quorum

USSC Voting Body
28 U.S.C. § 991(a)



Current Commissioners
Confirmed August 2022

Judge Carlton Reeves
Chair

Laura Mate
Vice Chair 

Claire McCusker Murray
Vice Chair

Judge Luis Felipe Restrepo
Vice Chair 

Judge Claria Horn Boom John Gleeson Candice Wong



Amendment Cycle
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BOP Issues
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Problem-Solving Courts
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Career Offender
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Modify §4A1.2(d) (Offenses Before 18)

Proposal to Expand §5H1.1 (Age)

Youthful Sentenced Individuals

A

BPart b

Part



Youthful Sentenced Individuals

Proposal to Expand §5H1.1 (Age)BPart b
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Guidelines

Status of Commentary

Loss

Actual Loss Intended Loss
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Altered or Obliterated = Illegible (§2K2.1(b)(4))  

Section 924(c) does NOT impact grouping

A

B

Part

Part

Circuit Conflicts



United States v. Harris
720 F.3d 499 (4th Cir. 2013)

“[A] serial number that is made less legible is made different 
and therefore is altered for purposes of the enhancement.”



Altered or Obliterated = Illegible (§2K2.1(b)(4))  APart

Circuit Conflicts



Circuit Conflicts

Section 924(c) does NOT impact grouping

Altered or Obliterated = Illegible (§2K2.1(b)(4))  APart

BPart
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Miscellaneous

Export Control Reform Act (App’x A & §2M5.1)APart

Section 2S1.3 (BSA Reporting Requirements)BPart

Antitrust Offenses (App’x A & §2R1.1)CPart

Section 2D1.1 (Base Offense Levels)DPart

Section 4C1.1 (Sex Offense Definition)EPart



Miscellaneous

Section 2D1.1 (Base Offense Levels)DPart

Section 4C1.1 (Sex Offense Definition)EPart
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Section §4C1.1 (Offense Exclusion)

Technical
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Simplification

Guidelines

Departures

Variances



Variances

Guidelines

Next
Amendment Cycle

Simplification



Retroactivity
28 U.S.C. § 994(u)

If the Commission reduces the term of imprisonment recommended in 
the guidelines, it shall specify whether the sentences may be 
retroactively reduced.



Retroactive Application of Amendments
USSC Rule 4.1A of Practice and Procedure

At the same hearing, or soon thereafter, the Commission shall decide whether to:

Publish a Request for Comment on Retroactivity;1

Perform Retroactivity Analysis;2

Hold Public Hearing on Retroactivity; and3

Schedule Vote on Retroactivity.4



Possible Retroactive Amendments

Proposed Amendments

Acquitted Conduct

Circuit Conflicts Miscellaneous



Amendment Resources



Commission Resources



Guideline Resources







Educational Resources





Educational Resources



Select Supreme 
Court

Select a topic

Select a circuit



Educational Resources





Research



Interactive Data Analyzer (IDA)
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